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APPENDIX B: FEDERALLY SPECIALLY DESIGNATED AREAS 
Specially Designated Areas (SDAs), within the San Juan Basin Energy Connect Study Area 

SDA Name Type of SDA Resource for 
which SDA is 
Designated 

Surface Use Stipulations (ROWs)1 Seasonal 
Restrictions 

Acreage2 

Alien Run Bike Trails Recreation Rights of way (ROWs) granted on a case-by-case basis with 
site-specific management constraints that protect the 
trail system integrity and recreation values and provide 
for the safety of users. 

During 
Events 

3,363.6 

Animas River  
Tracts 1, 2, and 
8 

Area of Critical 
Environmental 
Concern (ACEC) 

T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

No Surface Occupancy (NSO) 11/01-03/31 303.9 

Animas River 
Tracts 3-6 

ACEC Riparian/ T&E 
Species 
(BAEA) 

Controlled Surface Use (CSU) 11/01-03/31 359 

Archuleta River 
Tract 

ACEC Riparian/ T&E 
Species 
(BAEA) 

NSO NA 64.2 

Beechatuda 
Tongue 

Geologic Formation Geology Preclude new ROWs that would negatively affect 
protected resource or purpose. 

NA 100.6 

Bohanon Canyon 
Complex 

Fossil Area Paleontology ROWs granted on a case-by-case basis with management 
constraints that protect paleontological values. 

 13,845.6 

Cedar Hill ACEC Cultural New ROWs placed in existing ROWs corridors. NA 1,948.6 
Christmas Tree 
Ruin 

ACEC Cultural  No new ROWs issued. NA 42.9 

Dick Earl Canyon 
Core Area3 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

No ROWs in core areas. 11/01-03/31 171.6 

Dick Earl Canyon 
Unit3 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

ROWs permitted on a case-by-case basis with special 
stipulations and mitigations. 

11/01-03/31 400.9 

Ditch Canyon Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 

NA 164.1 

Dunes Vehicle  Recreation Area Recreation ROW permitted on a case-by-case basis with management 
constraints and mitigation measures. Safety of users and 
recreational use will be first consideration. 
 

NA 824.7 
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SDA Name Type of SDA Resource for 
which SDA is 
Designated 

Surface Use Stipulations (ROWs)1 Seasonal 
Restrictions 

Acreage2 

East LA Plata  Wildlife Area Big Game Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis with special 
management constraints and mitigation. 

12/01-03/31 7,092.6 

Frances 5 & 6 
core areas 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

No ROWs in core areas. 11/01-03/31 96.4 

Frances 5 Unit 
and 6 Unit 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

ROWs permitted on a case-by-case basis with special 
stipulations and mitigations. 

11/01-03/31 213.3 

Frances Mesa ACEC Cultural No new ROWs in Frances Ruin ACEC and Romine Canyon 
SMA.  New ROWs must be placed in existing ROW 
easement for additional acreage. 

NA 7,803 

Glade Run Trail System Recreation ROWs granted on a case-by-case basis with site-specific 
management constraints that protect the integrity of the 
trail system and other recreational activities in the SDA 
and provide for the safety of users. No construction or 
maintenance activity allowed when it would interfere 
with authorized recreation events. 

NA 21,563 

Gobernador 
Reach  #1-3  

Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 

NA 369.2 

Hogback ACEC T&E Species 
(MVC, Mancos 
milkvetch) 

ROWs permitted on a case-by-case basis with special 
stipulations and mitigations. 

NA 10,238 

Jewett Valley 
River Tract 

ACEC Riparian/T&E 
Species 

NSO NA 70.7 

La Plata 1-11 
River Tracts 

ACEC Riparian/T&E 
Species 

NSO NA 601.4 

La Plata River 
Tract 

ACEC Riparian/T&E 
Species 

NSO NA 53.4 

Largo Canyon 
Reach 1 

Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 

NA 855.8 

McDermott Wash Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 
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SDA Name Type of SDA Resource for 
which SDA is 
Designated 

Surface Use Stipulations (ROWs)1 Seasonal 
Restrictions 

Acreage2 

Middle Mesa Wildlife Area Big Game Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis with special 
management constraints and mitigation. 

12/01-03/31 46,060 

Navajo Lake  Horse Trails Recreation ROWs granted on a case-by-case basis with site-specific 
management constraints that protect the trail system 
integrity as well as special status species being managed 
in the SDA, and provide for the safety of users. No 
construction or maintenance activity allowed when it 
would interfere with authorized recreation events, and 
from 11/1 through 3/31 for Bald Eagle (BAEA) protection. 

11/01-03/31 6,763 

Negro Canyon 
Drainage 

Special Management 
Area (SMA) 

Recreation Preclude new ROWs from Negro Canyon drainage and on 
the No Surface Occupancy acreage in the Negro Canyon 
SDA. Permit ROWs on Controlled Surface Use acreage 
above the rim, on a case-by-case basis with site-specific 
management constraints that maintain recreation and 
natural values, VRM objectives and wildlife habitat. 

NA 1478 
+1992 

Negro Canyon 
Core Area 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

No ROWs in core areas. 11/01-03/31 93.4 

Negro Canyon 
Unit 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

ROWs permitted on a case-by-case basis with special 
stipulations and mitigations. 

11/01-03/31 282 

Old Road River 
Tract 

ACEC Riparian/T&E 
Species 

NSO NA 39.8 

Pine 1, 2 and 3 
Core Site 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

No ROWs in core areas. 11/01-03/31 11.8 

Pine 1, 2, and 3 
Units 

ACEC T&E Species 
(BAEA) 

ROWs permitted on a case-by-case basis with special 
stipulations and mitigations. 

11/01-03/31 156.2 

Piñon Mesa SMA Recreation ROWs granted on a case-by-case basis with site-specific 
management constraints that protect the trail system 
integrity, recreational, visual, and threatened and 
endangered species values in the SDA and provide for the 
safety of users. No construction or maintenance activity 
allowed when it would interfere with authorized 
recreation events and from 3/1 through 6/30 for various 
raptor species protection and 3/1 through 8/1 for 
peregrine falcon protection. 

03/01-06/01 9,470 

Piñon Mesa Fossil Area Paleontology ROWs granted on a case-by-case basis with management 
constraints that protect paleontological values. 

NA 19,073 
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SDA Name Type of SDA Resource for 
which SDA is 
Designated 

Surface Use Stipulations (ROWs)1 Seasonal 
Restrictions 

Acreage2 

Pregnant 
Basketmaker 

ACEC Cultural  New ROWs in ACEC must be placed in existing ROW 
disturbance. 

NA 7.9 

Pump Canyon 
Reach #1-5 

Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 

NA 274.2 

Rattlesnake 
Canyon 

Wildlife Area Big Game Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis with special 
management constraints and mitigation. 

12/01-03/31 11,0307 

Reese Canyon4 Research Natural 
Area (RNA) 

T&E Species ROWs permitted with special stipulations and mitigation. NA 2,419.6 

Rock Garden Recreation Area Recreation ROWs granted on a case-by-case basis with site-specific 
management constraints that protect the trail system 
integrity and values in the SDA and provide for the safety 
of the users. No construction or maintenance activity 
allowed when it would interfere with authorized 
recreation events. 

NA 9,658 

Rosa Mesa Wildlife Area Big Game Allow ROWs on a case-by-case basis with special 
management constraints and mitigation. 

12/01-03/31 69,772.5 

San Rafael 
Canyon 

ACEC Cultural New ROWs in ACEC must be placed in existing ROW 
disturbance. 

NA 5,680 

Simon Canyon ACEC Recreation ROWs are precluded from Simon Canyon drainage, granted 
in remainder of ACEC on a case-by-case basis with 
stipulations to maintain natural, recreation, and visual 
values. 

NA 2,002.4 

Simon Canyon 
River Tract 

Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 

NA 46.6 

Simon River 
Wash 

Ephemeral Wash Riparian-
Active and 
100-year 
floodplain 

Special management constraints and mitigation would 
apply on ROWs. 

NA 26.9 

Simon Ruin ACEC Cultural No new ROWs in ACEC. NA 46.8 
Subdivision River 
Tract 
 

ACEC Riparian/ T&E 
Species 

NSO NA 69.3 
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SDA Name Type of SDA Resource for 
which SDA is 
Designated 

Surface Use Stipulations (ROWs)1 Seasonal 
Restrictions 

Acreage2 

Thomas Canyon Recreation/Wildlife 
Area 

Recreation Preclude ROW placement on unleased acreage.  ROWs on 
CSU acreage permitted on a case-by-case basis with site 
specific stipulations to maintain recreation and natural 
values, VRM objectives and wildlife habitat. 

11/01-04/15 3,865 
unleased 
acres; 
15,731 
CSU 
acres 

1 River Tracts do not have management prescriptions specific to ROWs in the FFO Resource Management Plan, in red. 
2 For Ephemeral Washes, the acreage is from the 100-year floodplain. 
3 Core areas are nesting or roosting areas for bald eagle, Unit = core area plus ¼ mile buffer zone. 
4 Reese Canyon is a Research Natural Area (RNA) for endangered plant habitat (Knowlton’s cactus). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




